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What's New

Community Impact and Benefit Activ ities
of Critical Access, Other Rural, and Urban
Hospitals, 2017 
The FLEX monitoring team has released a new report  on the community
impact and benefit  act ivit ies of Crit ical Access Hospitals (CAH), rural
non-CAHs and urban hospitals.
T o access t he report , please click    here.

CDC Opioid Rapid Response Team (ORRT):

http://www.flexmonitoring.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/community-state-impact-report-2017.pdf
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/index.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3760+South+Highland+Drive,+Millcreek,+UT+84106/@40.6896342,-111.8475103,18.06z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x875261db5e76e19f:0x12a4eedb2d41255!8m2!3d40.689903!4d-111.8464159


Information for State, Local, and Tribal
Health Departments
The Department of Health and Human Services and our law
enforcement partners are committed to combating the nat ional opioid
crisis. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevent ion and the U.S. Public
Health Service Commissioned Corps are working together to support
state and local agencies when there is a spike in opioid-related
overdoses or closure of a clinic where pat ients are prescribed opioid
therapy. This effort  demonstrates HHS’ commitment to ensuring pat ients
have access to appropriate services.

For more informat ion regarding t he ORRT , please click    here

New CDC Vital Statistics Prov isional Drug
Overdose Death Counts
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevent ion’s Nat ional Center for
Health Stat ist ics released provisional counts of overdose deaths in the
United States that showed a decline of 5.1 percent between 2017 and
2018.
T o read t he full art icle, please click    here.

OPCRH Office Highl ight:

Each month the OPCRH team
highlights a map or project in our
office. This month, we're highlighting
the U.S Opportunity Zone
Map. Opportunity Zones are designed
to spur economic development by
providing tax benefits to investors.
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act created
Opportunity Zones to spur investment
in distressed communities throughout
the country. New investments in
Opportunity Zones can receive
preferential tax treatment.
To access the map, please follow the
link here.

Upcoming Events

National Rural
Health Week Photo
Contest
Each year for Nat ional Rural
Health Week, the Office of Primary

https://www.cdc.gov/opioids/opioid-rapid-response-teams.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/07/17/secretary-azar-statement-on-2018-provisional-drug-overdose-death-data.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/07/17/secretary-azar-statement-on-2018-provisional-drug-overdose-death-data.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/07/17/secretary-azar-statement-on-2018-provisional-drug-overdose-death-data.html
https://ruralhealth.health.utah.gov/portal/u-s-opportunity-zones/


Care and Rural Health judges a
photo contest based on
creat ivity, originality, photo
quality, and how well the pictures
communicate the concept of
"rural." We will open photo
submissions Sept ember 1, 2019 . If
you have any photos you would
like to submit, please send them to
opcrh@ut ah.gov . 

For more informat ion, and t o 
v iew last  year's winning 
phot os, please follow t he link 
here.

2019 HRSA Behavioral Health Integration
Summit
Attendees of this one-day conference in Anchorage, Alaska will learn
about pathways to integrat ions, discuss the evolut ionary journey of
behavioral health integrat ion (BHI) in Alaska, and develop a BHI Act ion
Plan for the state of Alaska
T he summit  will be held Sept ember 17, 2019.  
T o regist er, please click here 

Mental Health Fi rst Aid Training
Attendees will learn:

Risk factors and warning signs for mental health and addict ion
concerns
Strategies for how to help someone in both crisis and non-crisis
situat ions
Local behavioral health resources available to assist  adults

There is no cost for this t raining; however attendance will be limited to
30 t rainees that serve adults. Regist rat ion will be on a first -come basis,
therefore do not delay in registering for the t raining. There are no
cont inuing education credits offered with the t raining. 
T he t raining is held in Port  A ngeles, Washingt on, A ugust  22,      
2019.
T o regist er, please click here. 

OPCRH Program Updates

HEA LT H SY ST EMS SUPPORT   

We are excited to
announce the Office of

WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT

We would like to

https://ruralhealth.health.utah.gov/2018/10/26/rural-utah-photo-contest/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-behavioral-health-integration-summit-tickets-64261138796
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/adult-mental-health-first-aid-training-in-port-angeles-washington-tickets-62332639603


Primary Care and Rural
Health has been awarded
the Rural Veteran Health
Access Program grant! If
you have any questions or
comments regarding the
award, please contact our
office at opcrh@utah.gov.

The OPCRH has been
awarded the FLEX NOA
for an additional 5 years.

For anyone who missed the
Lean Six Sigma webinar
series, please contact our
office for the recordings.

congratulate the 43
agencies that have been
awarded funding from the
State Primary Care
Grant Program for FY 2020.

There is still funding
available for the Rural
Physician Loan
Repayment Program.
Click here to apply.

The OPCRH Team is
travell ing throughout
the state to visit sites and
learn more about how we
can help you. If you have
any questions regarding our
future site visits, please
email us at
opcrh@utah.gov.

The OPCRH has filled eight
(8) J-1 Visa W aive r slots
this year. Click here.

Statewide Announcements

Governor's Office of Economic
Development: Rural Economic
Development Incentive
The Rural Economic Development Incent ive (REDI) program is
designed to incent ivize businesses that create local jobs remote,
online, or in a “satellite hub” in rural Utah count ies. For each
new high-paying posit ion, the business will receive $4,000 to
$6,000 based on the employee’s locat ion.

Eligibilit y:

Any business other than those engaged in construct ion, retail,
staffing or public ut ility industries are encouraged to apply. A
business considering the REDI grant must apply for and receive
approval through the Utah Governor’s Office of Economic
Development (GOED) in advance of creat ing any new posit ion(s)
which meets the following requirements:

● Pays at least 110% of the county’s average wage

● Is filled by an employee who works at least 30 hours per
week

https://ruralhealth.health.utah.gov/workforce-development/rural-physician-loan-repayment-program-rplrp/
https://ruralhealth.health.utah.gov/workforce-development/primary-care-office-pco/j-1-visa-waivers/


● Will exist  for at least 12 consecut ive months

For more information, please click here.

State of Utah Census
The state of Utah is attempting to get a complete count of Utah
residents for the U.S. Census in 2020 and will be administered online for
the first  t ime. In 2010, there was only a 75% init ial response rate to the
census quest ionnaire. 

In the past, it  is has always been difficult  to count university students,
isolated or rural populat ions, minority, and homeless populat ions. This will
be even more challenging now that the survey is administered online as
more than 73,000 of Utah households have no internet access at home.

Please take a moment to view this brief video that explains the
importance of an accurate census and think about ways you can help
our state increase part icipat ion. We all need to do our part  to impress
upon everyone in our circle of influence how important it  is to provide
this information.

Census 2020 v ideo

Webinars

Improving the Heal th
and W el l -Being of  
Rural  Communities
Through Col laboration

In this webinar learn how rural
hospitals, community health centers,
local public health departments and
other rural stakeholders can work
together to assess and address their
rural communities' health needs.
Two innovative rural health
organizations will be highlighted that
have developed strategies to meet
population health goals, address social
determinants of health, and improve
health outcomes. Solutions to support
rural health organizations' financial
viability and lessons learned will also

https://business.utah.gov/rural/
https://gardner.utah.edu/demographics/2020-census/


be shared.

Registration
This webinar is free. High-speed
internet is required to participate. A
recording will be available on our
website after the live event. Connection
details will be emailed to you
immediately upon registration.
If you have questions or problems with
the registration process, please
contact RHIhub Webinars
at webinars@ruralhealthinfo.org.

Thursday, August 15. 2019
11 a.m. MST

For more information, please click
here.

Integrative Heal th
Care: Addressing the
Opioid Epidemic in
Oregon

Objective

This will be a virtual community of
sharing with subject matter experts
from Federal, State, and local
agencies and community partners who
provide care and service in diverse
communities. Discussion will focus on
creating a baseline for understanding
the opioid epidemic in the state of
Oregon and identifying promising
practices and state-specfic
interventions to combat the opioid
crisis.
 
This event will feature presentations
from:

Oregon Health Authority
HIV Alliance
Oregon AIDS Education and
Training Center (AETC)
HRSA HIV/AIDS Bureau (HAB)

Hear from these subject matters as
they discuss:

Epidemiological risk factors and
root causes of the opioid

mailto:webinars@ruralhealthinfo.org
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/webinars/collaboration
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/webinars/collaboration


epidemic in Oregon.
Innovative solutions to combat
the opioid crisis with people
living with HIV/AIDS.
Quick start solutions and
recommendations for integrating
behavioral health with primary
care and/or vice versa.
How health centers can utilize
HRSA programs and funding to
expand access to quality
Substance Use Disorder (SUD)
and Mental Health services.

For more information, please click
here.

Proactive and Reactive
Society: Focus on Rural
Mental Health

Rural healthcare providers and safety
professionals have an important role to
play in supporting people experiencing
stress or mental health challenges.
Come listen as Ted Matthews talks
about what we can do to be proactive
and prepare ahead of crisis. Ted
understands the demands farmers face
because he counsels farmers in a
plethora of areas from crisis
intervention to helping farmers relate to
their families and workers to better
utilize their resources. If you’re a rural
health professional looking to integrate
mental health counseling in your care,
take time to listen to Ted’s
experiences. He will help you rethink
your approach to providing mental
health support.

Monday, August 12, 2019
12 p.m.-1 p.m. CDT

For more informat ion, please
click here.

Fostering Resil iency in
Your W orkplace

The webinar recording and related

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/integrative-health-care-addressing-the-opioid-epidemic-in-oregon-tickets-61255208979
https://www.agrisafe.org/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=101&Itemid=125&year=2019&month=08&day=12&title=webinar-proactive-and-reactive-society-focus-on-rural-mental-health&uid=11ae0f6a4e7e6c6271990e2d2a2a299c


materials address workforce burnout during
healthcare transformation with a focus on
rural health networks. The material address
causes of burnout, tools for encouraging
positive psychology and resiliency,
organizational culture, and workflow to help
improve retention and productivity.

Access to recording and materials can
be found here.

Have Heal thy People
2020 Benchmarks for
Leading Causes of
Death Been M et in
Rural  and Urban
Areas?

Analyzing progress toward targets set
by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services in the Healthy People
2020 program for the leading causes
of death is important. It is unclear
whether progress is consistent when
considering urban versus rural
residence, race and ethnicity, gender,
and census region.

The purpose of this webinar is to report
findings from our analysis of death
rates for seven major causes of death
(coronary heart disease, cancer,
diabetes, stroke, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease, unintentional injury,
and suicide) in light of Healthy People
2020 benchmarks. Presenters for this
webinar include Alva O. Ferdinand,
Tim Callaghan, Marvellous Akinlotan,
and Kristin Primm all representing the
Southwest Rural Health Research
Center.

Tuesday, August 20, 2019
10 a.m .MST

To access the webinar, please click
here.

Funding Opportunities

https://www.ruralcenter.org/rhi/network-ta/development/webinars/fostering-resiliency-in-your-workplace
https://www.ruralhealthresearch.org/webinars/healthy-people-2020-benchmarks


Please check our website for updated
funding opportunities. You can find the
table by fol lowing the l ink   here.

National Organizations
Human Services to Support Rural
Health

Oral Health in  Rural Communit ies 

Overdose Data to Action (RFA-
CE19-1904)

HRSA US Fact Sheet by State

Rural Health Care Professional Job
Posting

Find Us
3760 South Highland Drive
Suite 361C
SLC, UT 84106

Cal l  Us 
Office: 801-273-6677
Fax: 801-273-6512

Email  Us
opcrh@utah.gov

The OPCRH prov ides support to our stakeholders and clients in the form of hands-on support,
economic impact analysis, research, community health needs assessments, and healthcare

workforce needs assessment. We also prov ide technical assistance and pertinent information
on student loan repayment programs and grant opportunities

If you would like to be a part of our newsletter in the future and/or would like to
submit a success story, announcement, or communicate any other information to
us or your rural health partners, please contact Colton Gordon Program Specialist

801-273-6618, coltongordon@utah.gov

Subscribe to this Newsletter

https://ruralhealth.health.utah.gov/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/rural-human-services?utm_source=racupdate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=update032719
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/oral-health?utm_source=racupdate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=update032719
https://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwMjA4LjEzODkxMDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwMjA4LjEzODkxMDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzIyNTI5OCZlbWFpbGlkPW1tZWFjaGFtQGhyc2EuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tbWVhY2hhbUBocnNhLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&100&&&https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=309335
https://data.hrsa.gov/data/fact-sheets
https://www.3rnet.org/search-opportunities
mailto:coltongordon@utah.gov
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001fdQve1z4zysAQ1yCo2tEMjncJDofUI0D2Cikkh381t1Z6BcwgDov1CU84khQdjdzNOCXFyaeJOTq8IqZfv_k_m8N4nKtW_VCQbytt3NewMqsxAmx5Jat66iG_VWtC36dP3pspOBOU4G2eaxgBZDvciw1Oqrs7U0X-a2NJWA1oE8%3D

